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The premenstrual rise and menstrual fall in the curve representing 
these activities, which has been described by so many investigators 
was completely lacking; no periodicity in the bodily functions could 
be observed, so that menstruation, in these cases at least, must be 
considered as a completely normal process, exerting no appreciable 
influence on the organism as a whole. 


Treatment of Sterility.— Norris ( SurgGyn., and Obst., 1912, xv, 
700) reports exceedingly satisfactory results in the treatment of cer¬ 
tain cases of sterility in women by the use of Iris modification of the 
Wylie drain. This, a form of stem pessary, having a well-marked 
groove on each surface, and a T-shaped lower end, the arms of the 
T resting against the outer surface of the cervix when the drain is in 
place, and being held there by silk ligatures placed through a small 
hole, provided for that purpose at the end of each arm, and taking 
in a bite of the cervical tissue. The stem, which has a bulbar enlarge¬ 
ment on the inner end, should be of such length as to reach to within 
1.5 cm. of the top of the uterine cavity. The technique employed 
by Norris in the use of this pessary is merely to give the cervix a 
thorough dilatation, taking at least fifteen minutes for this, and then 
to introduce the drain, after exploring the interior of the uterus for the 
possible presence of a polyp or small myoma. The instrument may 
stay in place for six weeks, during which time no douches should he 
taken by the patient. The presence of the drain is no contraindication 
to the resumption of sexual relations, however; indeed, in three of 
Norris’ cases, conception apparently occurred while it was in place. 
Norris emphasizes that this form of treatment should he used only 
in those eases where sterility is present with no other pathological 
condition than a small cervical canal. Where the slightest suspicion 
of any inflammatory condition exists, it is absolutely contraindicated. 
By its use, Norris reports a cure in 13 out of 35 cases whose histories 
subsequent to the operation could be traced, giving a ratio of 37 per 
cent., but since a number of the patients in whom pregnancy has not 
as yet ensued have been operated on within the last year, it is reason- 
aide to suppose that this percentage may he somewhat increased. 


Occurrence of Sarcomatous Degeneration on Uterine Myomas.— 
An unusually high percentage of myomas showing beginning sar¬ 
comatous change is reported by Warnekros ( Arch . /. Gyn., 1912, 
xcvii, 292) from Bunini’s clinic in Berlin. He has subjected their last 
7S cases of myoma to very thorough microscopic examination, as a 
result of which lie has found areas which lie considers carcinomatous 
in no less than 7, corresponding to almost 10 per cent. He admits 
that this is much higher than the average reported by most observers, 
which at the present time appears to he about 4 or 5 per cent., and also 
that this series of cases is too small upon which to assume that such 
a high precentage of malignancy represents the true state of affairs, 
but he also insists upon the fact that this percentage is steadily in¬ 
creasing as it is becoming the routine practice of many clinics to sub¬ 
ject all myomatous tumors to a much more thorough routine examina¬ 
tion than formerly. These areas may he extremely small, and since 
they do not occur in any definite portion of the myoma, it is not 
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unreasonable to assume that they be frequently overlooked when only 
one or two small pieces are taken from a large tumor for microscopic 
examination. An extremely practical side to the determination of 
the true proportion of myomas which undergo malignant change is 
furnished, he thinks, by the increasing tendency, at least on the part 
of many of the German clinics, to subject these patients to x-ray 
treatment rather than to operation; if it can be shown that malig¬ 
nancy occurs in the long run in these tumors with anything like the 
frequency that he has apparently demonstrated, general adoption of 
x-ray therapy in place of extirpation must of necessity be associated 
with a very great element of danger for a considerable proportion 
of the patients. 
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Chloroma.—A. 3M. Burgess (Jour. Med. Research, November, 1912, 
xxvii, No. 2) reports 2 cases of chloroma, and reviews the subject. It 
will be remembered that the striking characteristic of this so-called 
disease, which is relatively a rare one, is the greenish color of the 
tumor. Burgess has found some SO cases reported. Nothing new is at 
hand regarding the coloring matter, which is by some supposed to be 
a lipochrome. The author finds that the tumors called by this 
name do not constitute a pathological entity, but are a manifestation 
of one of the types of acute myelogenous leukemia; no connection 
with lymphatic leukemia has yet been demonstrated. Myelogenous 
leukemia is thus to be considered as the metastasis in the blood of a 
neoplastic growth in the bone marrow, and in cases where the cells are 
little differentiated, their power of growth is so great as to permit 
definite localized masses to occur; these growths, if possessed of the 
characteristic green color, are designated by the term chloroma. 

Smallpox.— Fiscuer-Defoy (Schmidt's Jahrb., October, 1912, Band 
cccxvi, Heft 1) has collected current literature upon smallpox, vaccina¬ 
tion, and kindred subjects, with the usual results; as always, it is morti¬ 
fying to see the position occupied by English-speaking nations in the 
morbidity statistics, and to be compelled to accept the patronizing, if 
good-natured smile, that circumstances allow’ the continental nations 
to bestow. In Germany, during the fourteen years previous to 1910, 
there were 334S cases of smallpox, of whom 27 per cent, were foreign. 
England’s yearly death-rate, according to House of Commons statis¬ 
tics is COO to S00, and the United States (possibly including Canada), 
in 1910 showed 30,000 cases. In Prussia in 190S, the death-rate com¬ 
prised 7 per cent, of the vaccinated and 47 per cent, of the unvaecin- 



